How To Choose and Hire a Mobile DJ

There are radio, club and mobile DJs. This paper refers to Mobile DJs or Event DJs as I like to call my self. Please remember that this paper is still a working progress. As such, there may be a few spelling or grammatical errors. The lay out may also be a little off, but as you can imagine, I’ve been putting this together over a period of time so there may be some issues or topics covered more than once. That’s just because I may have woken up one day after an incident at an event and really felt the need to address it - only to find that I already addressed it before. Anyhow, enough with the excuses, here we go: 

Mobile means DJs will supply their own equipment and music at the place of your event. This is in-depth with insider information. The right questions to ask, topics to be discussed, tips, and straight answers about how to hire a DJ for your event. I am a mobile DJ and have also hired mobile DJs.

The Two Most Important Things To Know 

1) The first and single most important thing to know is this: When you pay for the services of a disc jockey - or any entertainment - YOU ARE THE BOSS and THEY WORK FOR YOU. 

2) Never assume what the DJ should already know. It's your event. You know what you want - the DJ does not. You will need to give the DJ as much information as possible. 

How To Choose & Get The DJ You Want 

To get the DJ you want, ask these questions and discuss these topics 

(The cost of hiring a DJ also depends on the answers to these questions) 

1) Make a list of exactly what you want the DJ to do. Want the DJ to make announcements or maybe play the role of an emcee/master of ceremonies? (that's someone that guides, orchestrates and sometimes interacts with guests at a function). 

Just play music and nothing else? Do you want someone to be "prim & proper" or less structured? Even though most DJs cannot handle all these different facets, you need to choose one that is capable of honoring your wishes. Some DJs prefer to be dance instructors, singers or karaoke hosts more than a DJ. Example: at events, I don't sing nor teach people how to dance. 

2) KNOW THE MUSIC YOU WANT PLAYED. This is obviously very important. Make sure the DJ will have the music you want at your event. Do you want a variety of music or perhaps just Club, Top-40, Oldies, Hip Hop, Country ...? Try to find a DJ that specializes in the music you want. Variety music DJs are the most expensive because they have to be knowledgeable about many different types of music and deal with the astronomical cost of buying many more CDs and downloads than someone specializing in just one type. Not too many DJs will have a printed list of the music they own especially if their music collection is huge and constantly updated. However, many do list what they have on their web sites. In any case, you need assurance that what you want will actually be at your event. 

TIP >>> Just because DJs have the music, it doesn't mean they will bring it to your event. Ask how much music they take with them to events like yours. If it's not much, beware. Some events might require just a small amount of music, some require a very large amount. If something is important enough, demand it be there. 

Example: out of the approx 4,000 selections I own, usually about 1,500 are taken to the average event [some of my previous events required only one hundred yet others required over 3,000; Those using MP3-style music files have no excuse for not having a lot of music with them]. 

3) Do you want a DJ with a set music program or be flexible? Take requests or not? Play your requests on demand or when they feel it can fit in without altering the dance floor or mood? As always, this is completely up to you. I can't stress this strongly enough - get the DJ that will do it your way. Halfway in another article under "How Much Music Do I Need to Select?" illustrates this point. 

4) Make sure the DJ has the right equipment for your event. Be sure to state the approximate amount of people that will be attending (some DJs don't have equipment to handle large affairs, outdoors, etc.). State whether event is indoors or outdoors or both. Will equipment have to be moved from one place to another during event? If some specific equipment will be required such as a wireless microphone, tape, DVD or CD players, make sure the DJ service has this since not all do. Lights, fog, bubbles, novelties like inflatable instruments or theme? Want them or don't want them - tell the DJ before getting a price. 

5) Ask how much experience they have working events similar to yours. If it doesn't make a difference, that's OK. But if something absolutely has to go right it would be to your advantage to have someone with experience who can deal with unexpected last second changes, twists, curves and turns that always seem to come up. A good DJ can help smooth over potential rough moments. 

6) Match the DJ to place of event. If a DJ is using turntables (playing records/vinyl) or not using anti-skip cd players, the area used by the DJ must have a rock solid foundation or music will skip or stop. If there is a stage, it too has to be solid.

7) Due to direct sunlight on equipment (a bad situation) or threat of rain, not all DJs will work outdoors using their own equipment.

8) Computer [MP3/Music Files] versus CD, Vinyl and other formats. Which is best?

Don't know. Honest! All formats can do a great job and have advantages & disadvantages. Just insist that the amount of music you like is brought to your event, that the DJ has the ability to properly segue (blend songs together) and will continuously deliver good sound (especially with MP3s). In the case of MP3s/music files (computer/laptop systems) ask if there is some type of emergency back-up music playing capability in case of the hard drive going bad or a corrupted program (not a music file - but the program that plays the music files). Vinyl record users require a rock solid floor/stage and might be limited to the amount of music brought to your event. DJs using CDs should be using anti-skip cd players (when performing, at least three cd slots should be available in case one quits working). 

Formal Events and Wedding questions for DJs: 

1) Do they know how to work with photographers, videographers and related personnel? Don't take this for granted. It's imperative everybody coordinate their actions so that important moments are handled, photographed and videographed correctly. 

2) Will they set-up their equipment before your guests arrive?

3) If you don't have an event coordinator (someone whose job is to oversee formalities and other details), is the DJ ready to guide you through this? (the good DJs can) 

Contracts
Contracts For Disc Jockeys 

Some things to keep in mind BEFORE signing a contract

• The obvious should be on all contracts: Name of the DJ or DJ Service with contact info - phone number & address (your name and contact info should also be on the contract). There should be a place for both signatures - yours AND the person responsible for your DJ. Place, times, date and type of event should be on the contract. The total cost and any conditional/additional charges should be clearly stated. Any money changing hands should be noted. Get a copy of the contract immediately after you sign it. 

• Discuss place of event and any pertinent info such as address, phone number, if there are stairs and no elevator, indoor/outdoor, smoking/non-smoking, if there are specific load in/out times ... 

• Most DJs have their own contracts and usually require a deposit. Some have non-refundable deposits, some refund deposits up to a certain time or if they can re-book that date. Ask! 

• Whatever you want the DJ to do - get it in writing, but never assume! Don't be timid. When in doubt or something is very important - GET IT IN WRITING. 

• Attire: such as a tux, suit, casual, theme ... once again, don't assume anything. From elegant wedding to beach party, if it makes a difference, tell the DJ. 

• Time: the time you want the DJ to start and stop. Be specific and here's why: some DJ services charge by the hour, some by the half hour after a basic time (usually four or five hours), some charge a flat rate (a set price regardless of the amount of time). 

TIP >>> State for how long you need the DJ service by total hours AND start & finish times. Most DJs know that when you say start or total hours that means being prepared to play music, make announcements or the like. Still, ask if set-up/tear-down is part of "Time on the job". Sounds silly, but a rare few use showing up (simply arriving at your event but not ready perform) as their start time. At least one DJ charges extra just to bring the equipment in and out (even I was shocked when I stumbled across a DJ that charged for this!). Ask! 

• Necessary equipment: Is a wireless microphone required? Tape player? CD player? Not all DJs provide these. Some DJs only use computers (MP3 style) and don't have anything else, some only use CDs, some a combination, so if you want the DJ to play something that will be, for example, brought on a cassette tape or CD by someone other than the DJ, then the contract should state that the DJ will be able to accomodate you. For a large group, a powerful PA (amps & speakers) is required. My formular for calculating the power required is generally this: For every guest attending, I allocate 5 watts of power. So for an event with 200 guests, I need to have a 1000 watts sound system!

• Lights or even a different amount/type of lighting might cost extra. Fog or bubbles may cost extra. Inflatable instruments, novelties and props may cost extra. If you want them or don't want them, decide ahead of time. 

• Total Price: Make sure agreed amount is phrased "total cost" or "total charge for services to be rendered. "Total" or "Final" are the key words that you want in writing. 

• As with any event, circumstances could create a "maybe" or "what if ..." situation. Be sure any additional or conditional charges are clearly defined in the contract. Too many misunderstandings occur when people just assume ... 

• At some for-profit events, you or the DJ might prefer monetary compensation be based upon amount of tickets sold or number of attendees. Ask. 

• Take requests? No requests? Any specific music you don't want played? Any specific music that has to be there? If it's important enough, get it in writing. Also, be sure to discuss the contingency plan for a guest requesting something from your "do-not-play" list!

• Do you want the DJ to play your requests WHEN you want them played regardless of the effect on the dance floor or will dancing and the mood be most important? If it makes a difference, get it in writing. 

• Will it cost extra if you supply a list of specific songs that has to be at your event? 

• Get a copy of the contract at the moment you sign it. Example - I use a contract with the customer copy attached so the copy is immediately handed to the customer. This means nothing can be changed behind anyone's back. This protects you and the DJ service. Contracts can always be amended (changed) later as long as both parties agree.

 (if this happens, make sure you both add signatures and you receive an exact copy). Get a receipt for deposit and any payment made in cash. 

• At an event, who does the DJ answer to? Usually too many people claim to have the final word about what and when things are to be played. Be clear about this before event. 

• If outdoors, who is legally responsible for power (electricity) and shelter for the electronic DJ equipment? You? The DJ Service? 

General Advice For Hiring DJs

Question: 

What should you expect from DJs? 

Answer: 

To at all times conduct themselves in a manner appropiate to your event. To fulfill all conditions in the contract and to be held legally responsible only for damages that they may cause. 

Question: 

What should the DJ expect from you? 

Answer: 

To be promptly paid - and - given all the information required to make your event a success [as explained in the contracts section]. You should include from whom the DJ takes orders. You will be surprised and irritated at how many people at your event - that you are paying for - think they can tell the DJ what to play and when to play it. 

• Match the DJ to place of event. If a DJ will be using vinyl (using record players, turntables) or not using anti-skip CD players, MAKE SURE THE FLOOR AND STAGE ARE SOLID: when people jump up and down during songs and the DJ set-up is not on a solid foundation, songs will skip or be stopped entirely. Most people don't think of this ahead of time. DJs using music files or anti-skip CD players can play almost anywhere. 

• Using vinyl records or using a supplied banquet table is not a sign of a lesser quality DJ - especially in techno. Some egotists would like you to pay a lot extra simply because they paid more for their set-up. An ego set-up is worth the extra money only if the quality or capability is better than most AND the DJ operating it is better than most. 

• Price Guideline? Impossible. Don't let anyone convince you that there is one set guideline that always applies to all events everywhere. You must establish your own personal guideline for your specific event in your area by contacting several places and getting estimates for what they'll charge. Explore all the variables in the Contracts section above.

TIP >>> Beware: when researching the web for this page, I read an article from a prominent trademark name [ironically one not related to DJ entertainment in any way] that stated a "guideline" basic 4 to 6 hour rate for DJs would be $200 - $500. What planet are they living on and how dare they mislead you like that? They never explained what "basic" is, and insinuated this "guideline" applied to all types of events in all parts of the country every day of the week, all year! What is basic for the backyard party with your friends is not basic for an elegant wedding. What is basic for 75 people is not basic for 400. What is basic for a sunday afternoon is not basic for a friday or saturday night. What is basic for a mobile DJ is not basic for a bar DJ who doesn't need to bring in their own sound equipment. What is basic for January 15th is not basic for December 31st either!!!

A basic rate for New Year's Eve can't be compared with any other rate. What is basic for a full-time DJ is different than a part-time one. Example: A good quality DJ for a saturday wedding reception in southeast Michigan usually STARTS around $500 with the average total cost being much higher. New Year's Eve in New York City = $$$$ (usually the highest rate of the year). 

On the other side of the coin, I know of mobile DJs working in some bars, Dives, Eagles and Moose clubs, etc charging around $175 for a friday or saturday night. But like I said, don't trust my figures - contact a few services and compare prices for your event in your area with the type of DJ you want with answers derived from the Contracts section. DJ services have a very wide range of prices so don't accept any guideline. 

• DJ with Karaoke: Though a rare few do, most DJs do not offer CD+G/MP3+G karaoke including monitors, karaoke song lists, extra microphones ... (+G means "plus graphics": on a monitor, you can see the words to songs you are singing). Some karaoke hosts offer to act as a DJ, but this is usually unwise unless you have budget constraints and no other choice. Unless a service can supply full karaoke & full DJ service simultaneously, hire one of each and have them work together. 

You probably hear and read a lot about "you get what you pay for"

Here is the real reason why:

THERE AREN'T THAT MANY PEOPLE YOU CAN REALLY COUNT ON.

True in life and true for disc jockeys. The ones you CAN count on usually get the most money. DJs aren't getting hired for those moments in someone's life that don't matter but for the special moments that DO matter and accompanied by memories that will last a lifetime! The DJ can enhance or ruin a lifetime moment and memory. That's pressure. Very few people are capable of being responsible for the mood of a group of people, dealing with conflicting orders during an event, being dependable and contractly thorough, pleasant to deal with, adapting to changes or things that might go wrong at an event, actually own or supply what they claim [telling the truth with no misrepresentation], being prompt, not getting drunk on the job ... I think you get the idea. 

Try to hire someone using commercial equipment (also called "industrial-grade" or "professional-grade" equipment) and not "home" or "consumer-grade" equipment for reasons too numerous to mention here. This is the first step in avoiding horror stories. If the DJ you're talking to doesn't know the difference or is unsure, they're probably using home equipment. That's because it about 90% cheaper than professional equipment and if they can get away with it once, they're always try to get away with it... usually at your expense. Consumer or home DJ equipment is not designed to be lugged around from event to event all year round. It'll probably work well the first or second time, but by the third, fourth or fifth time, it's probably going to break down in the middle of the event!

Keep this in mind: Speaking on behalf of all top flight DJs and services, we take personal pride in helping to enhance a special moment. We realize it's a priviledge to be included in your event. If you are uneasy dealing with anyone, including myself, hire someone else! There are many high quality professionals prepared to work at your event.

Promotional videos and multiple-DJ companies: 

Be sure to ask these questions when viewing a promo video or looking at promotional material since changes could occur such as different DJs, equipment, looks, style ... How current is the promotional material? Do the DJs still look the same as shown? Was the type of DJ set-up and presentation the same as what you require? Was the type of DJ set-up and presentation the same as what you'll get? What is the difference, if any, and the price difference. Can you choose your DJ or will they pick one for you and does it cost more to choose your own DJ? If possible, choose the one you like. How much music will they actually have at your event? With some services featuring multiple DJs, the music is pooled and there might be gaps in what they'll show up with - some services have their whole collection available to every DJ for every event - some services have each of their DJs supply their own music. 

TIP >>> A week or two before your event contact the actual DJ scheduled to work for you and go over all the details. This way you will be assured the correct DJ with the correct information will be there. Nothing like piece of mind. This is good advice for any DJ or entertainment you've hired. 

Booking agencies: 

This one is tough. So many advantages and disadvantages. Just be very specific about what you require. Big advantage: they are licensed and bonded. Big disadvantage: the entertainers get only part the money that you're paying out - you will not know how much the DJ is actually getting paid. Get all agreements and promises in writing to protect yourself. You'll be happy to know the better agencies automatically do this. If one won't, don't give it your business. The same advice for DJ services with multiple DJs or promotional videos also applies here. 

The Individual DJ:

Ask if they own or rent their equipment and music (owning is better). Do they have a back-up DJ and equipment? 

A Few Final Notes For General Advice

For the record, the best DJs, DJ services and agencies will make all this easy for you. Most of everything above is just to protect yourself from the "every little detail costs more" group, some bad ones and those not qualified to work at your event. 

You've heard this before and it's always true - whenever possible, see a DJ in action first or get a recommendation from someone whose opinion you trust and whose taste is similar to yours. It's OK to ask for references from anyone you might hire. 

How To Choose a DJ 

In this era of compact discs and Disc Jockey entertainment, chances are you've heard horror stories about "a terrible DJ" that performed for a party or reception. Now that it's your turn to hire a DJ, you obviously don't want to make the wrong decision. Hiring the wrong DJ can be avoided if the right questions get asked and the correct steps are taken. Take notes on the key points that are most important to you. 

DJs come in 3 varieties: bad, average, and outstanding. For every 10 Disc Jockeys, 4 are bad, 5 are average, and 1 is outstanding. This is why the Disc Jockey field is proliferated by hundreds of horror stories. There are simply more average and mediocre DJs than outstanding ones. They may seem great to most people, but when compared to the performance of an outstanding DJ, the differences are almost embarrassing. (Interesting note: no one will ever admit that their stinginess in finding a "cheap DJ" was the reason their party or wedding reception was less than spectacular.). 

You should first decide if you want to IMPRESS your guests or merely service them with a human jukebox. Before you begin DJ shopping, you should first be honest with yourself. In most cases, YOU WILL GET EXACTLY WHAT YOU PAY FOR. Never look at your purchase of a DJ like the purchase of a tangible item like a food buffet or the rental cost of a hall. When it comes to quality entertainment, there is little room for bargain shopping. 2 out of 3 guests say music can make or break the event. 

Although you usually get what you par for, this rule doesn't always apply. Bad DJs can be well-schooled in slick sales tactics and hit all the right buttons in order to "sweet talk" you into paying a premium rate. On the other hand, outstanding 

DJs may not be the best salesman. Currently, the average cost for mobile DJs for prime time Saturdays in New York is about $1050 to $1550 for a five hour period (overtime going from $75 to $150 per hour.)

Hint: it doesn't hurt to ask for a discount if your event is during the week. Most entertainers' calendars are more flexible during this time. DJs should be booked as a package…just like live bands. Don't get sidetracked into a discussion of hourly rates. Plumbers and lawyers charge by the hour because they can fill their day with other appointments. DJs face the burden of moving heavy sound equipment that takes hours to load in a truck, set up on location, perform, then tear down the equipment, drive home and unload. 

Running out to do one hour or two hour shows just isn't feasible. Therefore, DJs that offer hourly rates are less knowledgeable about the entertainment business. They should know from experience that they will have no problem obtaining multiple offers for 4 and 5 hour bookings for the same day! If they charged for only 3 hours, then what do you think their odds are of finding someone else who will make up the 1 or 2 hour difference that same day? 

How do you define the difference between a seasoned, professional DJ or a weekend hobbyist? The first clue is that amateur DJs lack stage experience or a trained announcer's voice. While shopping on the phone, does the DJ on the other end of the phone stand out with a rich and distinct resonating voice...enunciating distinctly and clearly and commanding attention? Or, does this voice sound average...like any other person on the street? Prospective entertainment buyers always seem to ask less significant questions first: "Do you wear a Tux? Do you have an extra microphone for announcements? Can we request songs?" 

Screening DJs
Use the guide below when screening a DJ. Be careful not to come off sounding like an interrogator. Instead, ask the following questions in a relaxed, easy-going manner: 

Will you be the DJ who performs, or will it be someone else?

Always talk directly to the actual DJ you are contracting. An agent or office representative is okay for booking, but don't sign anything until you have conversed with your actual DJ. Be wary of major "bluff" tactics at this point. 

How many shows have you performed and for how many years?

Sometimes you might be dubious of the DJs answer, if so, politely request if the DJ has documentation to back up his claims. If the DJ balks at your request or puts up a smoke screen...pass. There are other DJs out there with more integrity and experience. (One DJ we know insisted on showing us boxes of old contracts to prove that he had performed over 5000 shows!) 

Do you have references that I can talk to?

Start with INDUSTRY first: catering managers, hotels, resorts, booking agents, photographers and videographers. (These businesses see hundreds of DJs every year and know how to rate quality.) Talk to former people the DJ has performed for and/or review their handwritten thank you notes that the DJ may have saved. Ask about 1) DJs personality, 2) promptness, 3) attitude, and 4) crowd-pleasing ability. A great DJ can always refer a bad DJ if the booking commission or "kick-back" is the right price. 

Can you send us a songlist so we can view your overall music selection?

A general list of at least 1,000 songs is usually a good indicator of music variety and DJs knowledge - or music biases. Some DJs are in business solely to force their musical tastes onto other people. 

Do you use compact discs, digital audiotape, cassette tapes or records?

Find out what percentage of the music library is made up of each of these mediums. Serious pros use strictly compact discs. (Records sound bad and skip. Cassettes sound muddy and jam or break. DAT's are digital tapes but still wear out. Also, there is one story where a DJ erased his whole music library before a wedding reception: he accidentally set his DAT case too close to a speaker cabinet and the magnet in the speaker erased the bride's first dance song…along with 10,000 others!) 

Can I control the volume?

No DJ should ever have any problems with this minor request. 

Do you mind if I ask...what is your age?

No legal violations here...you're not hiring an employee, just renting a contractor for a few hours. We all know the 

difference between growing up with certain music styles as opposed to reading about them in some book. Note: younger DJs lean 

more towards rap, progressive rock and harder rock music; older DJs are less knowledgeable about these styles but usually 

better informed on a variety of older styles. 

Does your price include lighting? What kind?

Conservative is better for disco-themed parties or weddings, i.e. mirror balls, black lights, mildly flashing colored lights. 

Leave strobe lights and smoke machines for wilder club-themed parties! 

What does your equipment consist of? What does it look like?

Basics should include 3 digital music sources (CD players or MiniDisc players), 2 high-quality stereo amplifiers, a mixer, at 

least 2 speakers and 2 microphones (one of them a high-quality wireless mic for toasts, etc.). Unless you're hiring a DJ for 

an elegant non-urban event, don't be suspicious of the professional caliber of anyone still using turntables and records in 

today's world. Some DJs use the actual sight of turntables to enhance that hip-hop "feel" to their club-themed parties! 

Besides, some modern digital players actually have vynil-like platters for analogue manipulation of digital music!!!

Do you arrive self-contained, or do we need to provide anything?

Pros don't need a thing except a space to set up and an electrical outlet. Some DJs still use banquet tables to set equipment 

on. This looks tacky with cords hanging everywhere, so don't be afraid to ask about cosmetic appearances. 

How long does it take you to set up?

60-90 minutes is average. Some DJs use an assistant for this. If so, verify what this assistant will wear and where they will 

be during the reception. Do you want the assistant to eat food and dance with your guests? Clarify with the DJ what the 

assistant's total role will be. 

Can you go overtime if everything is going well?

If so, how much $ and who gives the OKAY to keep going. When does the money get paid and by whom? 

What will you wear? A tuxedo? Jeans? Bikini?

Will you let us use an extra microphone? 

What type of background music do you played for cocktails or dinner? 

Do you make announcements? For example, How would you ask people to be seated? 

Besides announcements, how much do you talk? What type of things do you say? 

How do you ad-lib in case of changes? 

Do you charge for travel time or mileage? 

Can we see a song list? Can we make requests? What if we specify what we don't want played? 

• How to Interview a DJ 

Finding a good DJ can be frustrating. There are no legal standards or special licensing for Disc Jockeys, so the good are 

mixed with the bad and it is up to you to sort them out. 

There is no formula for selecting the best DJ for your event. I hope to help you understand a little more about DJs so that 

you can select the DJ that is best for you. Some advance preparation will help you keep the facts straight. Write down a list 

of questions and be prepared to make notes as you talk to the DJ. Ask him/her to "hold on" as you write down what he has 

said.

Ask a lot of questions. Of course, the hard part is knowing what to ask. Following is a list of questions that can get you on 

the right track. These questions have no right or wrong answers. They will start dialog and give you some basis to compare 

between your DJs. Beware of any DJ who does not want to take time to answer every question or dodges your questions.

Will you be the DJ at my event?

If the answer is "No". Ask to speak to the DJ. If you aren’t talking to the DJ, you’re talking to a salesman.

If you are speaking to a salesman instead of the DJ there is no way to know what you’re getting.

How long have you been in business?

Experience matters, but it doesn’t take 10 years to get good at it. This is more of a "get to know you" question.

How many events do you play in a year?

This is another "get to know you" question. If a DJ plays every Saturday night that is 52 events per year. Most DJ’s play 

other nights of the week as well, but also plan some time off.

How many (your type of event) do you play?

More "get to know you".

How do you normally do a (your type of event)?

Ask some what-if questions. You want to determine if the DJ can "read" a crowd and react to the moment, or if he does a 

carbon copy show, week after week. If he reacts to the moment, you will want to develop a feel for his ability to react 

"correctly" to the moment.

Where do you buy your music?

Most DJ’s are on a DJ music service. This means the new songs are automatically sent to the DJ. You should quiz the DJ about 

any type of music you may want played at your event. 

What kind of sound equipment do you use?

This is a tough one because professional brands of equipment are names you won’t recognize. 

Examples: QSC, Electro-Voice, Rane, EAW, Pioneer, Technics, Denon, JBL, Crown, TOA, Mackie, B-52, Shure, Ashly, Martin, etc.

Besides Pioneer Electronics, you should beware of names you recognize as home or car stereo equipment. The demands of DJ use 

are very different from home and automotive. The only exception that I know of is the Pioneer brand. They do make ProDJ 

equipment (see www.pioneerprodj.com).

Examples: Sony, JVC, Kicker, Sumsang, Sanyo, Philips, RCA, Sharp, etc.

Using home stereo equipment is typically the mark of a beginner.

What do you bring for lighting?

Make notes on the answers and compare. Special effect lighting can make a big difference on the success of your event. A DJ 

who is serious about entertainment will have plenty of special effect lighting. 

What does that mean? or What is that?

Use this type of question any time a DJ makes a statement you don’t understand. Don’t allow the DJ to try to baffle you with 

technical jargon. If he truly has service and equipment that is superior he will want you to clearly understand it.

What do you do in your regular job?

It is rare to find a DJ that does nothing else during the week. The person’s career can be a clue to their personality. 

Example: At least two DJ’s on getdj.com are schoolteachers. This indicates experience in leadership, good people skills and 

good communication skills. While not a bad thing, working for the airlines flying a plane would indicate a whole different 

set of skills, none of which would support their talent as a DJ.

How long does it take you to unload and set-up?

One to Two hours is a good answer. "20 minutes" indicates the DJ doesn’t bring much equipment to entertain your guests with.

How much do you charge?

Keep this near the end of the list so that you can gather the other information without the distraction of knowing how well 

this DJ fits your budget. The old saying "you get what you pay for" may or may not apply to Disc Jockeys. Commonly, the DJ 

that advertises the most is the DJ that charges the most. And that has nothing to do with doing a good job. However, an 

outstanding DJ knows his worth and will probably get offered another gig if you do not hire him. So they will probably not 

come cheap either.

Is (your date) available?

Ask this question last. Why? Purely for your own benefit and not the DJs. If the date is not available, the information you have gathered will help you judge the other DJ’s 

you speak with. Hahaha!

• How to Choose A Wedding DJ 

There are thousands of wedding disc jockeys!  But how do you find the wedding disc jockey that's perfect for you? Here you'll 

find all the caveats to avoid, questions to ask, what DJ equipment they should be using, and what you should have included in 

your contract. Many tips on this page are only our opinion, you must choose what you feel is right for your wedding.  

hoosing your wedding DJ is the best part of your wedding preparations. You get to meet a lot of people who are generally 

nice, outgoing, and personable. Of course the big debate is DJ or Band. That's always one of the hard decisions a newlywed 

couple must make. The biggest advantage a wedding DJ has over a band is cost. There are some lousy bands out there and many 

awesome bands too, but many bands can cost a lot of money. I saw an excellent band at a function that charges $4000 for the 8 

member group. To help plan your wedding and coordinate your vendors, you should get the free wedding planning software from 

wedserv that helps you plan your wedding on your PC, it's really quite useful. 

Band Or DJ? That is the question! 

This article focuses on DJs.  I'm not saying don't use a band, just make sure they are good. Don't hire a band you can not 

see or hear first either at a function from someone you know perhaps, that you just happen to be at or view for a few minutes 

on a video. People tend to get married within a year or so of their friends, and may end up seeing some of their future 

wedding vendors at work on another wedding. Remember, the bands need to take breaks, so they actually play only a few 15-20 

minute sets.   

But this article is about DJs anyway.  We chose a DJ for our wedding due to cost, and we did not have to worry about a 

marginal singer crooning our favorite songs out of tune, which we see a lot of here in New York City. Just because someone is a 

good singer in a good band, does not mean the rest of the world is.  Anyone who plays in a band has seen their share of awful 

bands.  And when a consumer advocate like me tries to point out both sides of the coin to consumers, the losers come out of 

woodwork to complain how useless I am.  Those are the people you need to avoid.  But I suspect that you'll have the least 

amount of problems with your DJ than any other vendor, because the vast majority of DJs are great.  But Keep in mind, I've 

been to maybe 12 weddings in my life and 3 of those 12 weddings (25%) I thought the DJ sucked.  I always get several opinions 

to be certain I'm remaining impartial, and several other guests at these weddings back me up.

• How To Hire a Wedding DJ 

Do you remember when you first started to daydream about your wedding? If you're a woman and you're like most brides, it was 

years before he (or she) asked you to spend the rest of your lives together. It may have been while you were watching 

Cinderella, or when you were playing Barbie and Ken, or one Halloween where you dressed as a bride and everyone said, "Ah, 

she's so beautiful!" The significant thing about all these memories is that they were so perfect.

Now you're all grown up - no more make-believe. You have a much clearer picture of what you want now than you did then. And, 

back then you couldn't possibly imagine how much work, how many decisions, and how much money it would take to create the 

wedding of your dreams. Well, reality time is here and it can be overwhelming!

The first place to begin planning any wedding is to decide your budget. Too often this is done in hindsight with the 

realization that some things are just going to have to be eliminated or pared down. By starting with a realistic budget, 

you'll find yourself making better decisions with fewer regrets.

Unfortunately, when the money starts to run thin, one of the more common places couples opt to cut back is on their reception 

entertainment, the DJ or the band. This has often proven to be a disappointing mistake. One way to think about your reception 

entertainment is to consider it to be an insurance policy on the rest of your investment. The fact is, it won't matter how 

beautiful your decorations are, how delicious the meal is, how artistic the cake is, if your entertainment fails to meet your 

needs and expectations. The entertainment is the one factor that can "make or break" your event. While it's attractive to 

shop by price, just as with every other wedding service vendor, price alone is not the definitive factor in this decision. 

All DJ services are not equal. You don't want to rush into this important decision based simply on price. As a mobile disc 

jockey, let me point out a few things that you'll want to consider:

Experience - The first thing to consider is experience, specifically with wedding receptions. A DJ who does primarily club 

work will most likely not have the variety of music that is necessary to perform at weddings, nor will he or she have the 

experience necessary to professionally emcee the reception events. A good reception entertainer has many responsibilities. He 

or she needs to be an event manager, know the kinds of music that will satisfy your guests, and how to work with other 

professionals. A reception is a coordinated effort between many professionals. You want someone who has had experience 

working with caterers, photographers, and videographers so that everything runs smoothly. One indication of an experienced 

reception DJ is that he or she will have a thorough event planner for you to complete or that will be completed with you 

during a planning meeting. This will cover everything from the names of your bridal party, songs to be played for your formal 

dances, special requests, songs to NOT play, and many other factors that will help things run smoothly.

Music Library - This factor alone varies greatly amongst people who provide this service. Is their library all-digital or 

does it include cassette? Compact disc is the medium of choice for mobile professionals who keep their libraries current. In 

addition, while it can be expected that any DJ may have a variety of music that includes several genres, are they really 

equipped to play the music that you and your guests want? How many selections does the DJ have? While 100-200 CDs may sound 

like a lot compared to your personal collection that will almost always be insufficient for a professional event, even the DJ 

is using primarily compilation discs, they will most likely not be able to handle many of your guests' requests. For a 

reception you expect a variety of ages and music tastes. The budget DJ simply has not invested the amount of money necessary 

to provide you with a first class selection of music. Therefore, it is important for you to select a DJ who has invested in 

an extensive music library.

Equipment - Your disc jockey should have high quality, professional equipment that is designed for mobile use and that is 

neatly cased. Cordless mics are also a nice touch for the blessing & the toasts. This is another feature that you often don't 

find with a budget DJ. Although you might not be familiar with brands for professional equipment, it will not be the brands 

that you find at consumer electronics stores. While it is highly unlikely that your disc jockey will experience any equipment 

problems, he or she should have back-up equipment readily available. 

Personality/Interaction - It is important for you to select a DJ who will provide the style and personality that you prefer. 

Do you want an energetic DJ who will interact with your guests, or do you prefer that the disc jockey provide a more low key 

approach and only make necessary announcements? These are questions you should ask yourself, and the disc jockey. Make sure 

that you have a match between your needs and tastes to the ability and style of the disc jockey. A professional service will 

be capable of providing any style that you prefer. They will keep perspective and perform knowing that it is YOUR day and not 

their show.

Appearance/Dress - Unfortunately, this is an issue that must be examined prior to hiring your disc jockey. If your wedding is 

a formal event, your DJ should be dressed appropriately in a tuxedo or other formal wear. A DJ who is dressed casually will 

take away from the overall look of your reception.

Contracts/Reliability - The importance of getting a written contract from your disc jockey cannot be overemphasized. In a 

vast majority of cases where there have been last minute problems, there was NO written contract or the DJ was a "friend" of 

the family. You may have a very capable friend who has offered to provide you disc jockey services at a discounted rate. The 

most important social event of your life is NOT the time to mix business with friendship. What if the performance is not up 

to your expectations? Your reception is disappointing and a friendship is compromised. If you have no contract do you really 

want to take the chance of the DJ not showing up for your event, or canceling at the last minute? A written contract is 

imperative. You want it to clearly state who your DJ will be, what hours are covered, and what is included in the price. 

Often lighting and other options are available at an additional fee.

So, you know some of the criteria you need to consider. How do you go about gathering this information? Well, of course the 

best way would be if you have recently attended a reception and liked the DJ that performed. However, if this is not the case 

for you, the Yellow Pages and the Internet are where to begin. Be cautious of splashy ads…the biggest ad and the 

fanciestwebsite doesn't necessarily reflect the best quality. Large multi-system corporations or agencies have the money to 

invest in advertising but that doesn't mean they've also invested in training, quality equipment and solid music libraries or 

even decent DJs. 

Many DJ companies have lists of references and possibly even videos that you can view of DJs "in action." Remember that a 

great video can be more indicative of talented and creative editing rather than a talented DJ. No one is going to show 

footage of an empty dance floor! Another caution about videos is to NOT assume that the DJ you see will be the one who will 

actually perform at your reception. You have to ask! Often with large national chains, the video is professionally produced 

using their top talent. It's possible that the DJ on the video is not even in your area. Regarding references, please realize 

that no one is going to give references that are less than glowing. You must proceed with caution regarding anything you 

watch or read. 

There is one great way you can decide if a DJ is right for you. Talk with him or her. Who would've thought it could be so 

simple! Over the phone, or better, in person, you can get a good feel for the persona and style of the person you are 

considering. Pay attention to your degree of comfort while in this person's company. Listen to his or her voice tone and 

inflection. These will be good indictors of what you can expect in terms of professional performance. Pay attention to the 

questions that you are asked. This will give you an idea of both how organized and how tuned in to your needs and 

expectations he or she may be. Expect questions like where your event is located, number of guests you anticipate, and what 

type of atmosphere you are hoping to create.

What should you talk about? You want to be prepared with questions that address the criteria examined in this article. That 

means you have to ask yourself a lot of questions first. Most important, you need to ask yourself how much is quality 

entertainment at your reception worth to you? Comparatively speaking, your entertainment will be one of the least expensive 

factors in your reception. It will be worth investing a bit more for a top-notch DJ. It's one of the most important decisions 

you will make. Years from now your guests will still remember that your reception was fun (or not fun)!

• Hiring a DJ/Master of Ceremonies 

Choosing a Disc Jockey and or Master of Ceremonies for your wedding reception, private party, or corporate event is one of 

the most important decisions you will have to make to ensure the event's success.  Unfortunately it can also be one of the 

most confusing and frustrating experiences.  Everything else can be perfect but if the music and host aren't first rate, your 

party can fizzle.  There are approximately 20,000 DJs in America, all promising to do a great job at your party.  

So how do you choose?  The best and easiest way of locating the right music host is to hire those you've already seen.  If 

you didn't get the name of the entertainer ask the host or manager of the facility in which the event was held.  If you 

haven't seen a good entertainer lately, ask you friends.  They probably have about the same taste in music as you and perhaps 

have been at an event you missed.  Let them know ahead of time and ask them to keep their eyes open for you.

Advertising and Pricing

If these first two suggestions are not and have not worked, your job just became a little more difficult.  The next place to 

try is the yellow pages under 'Disc Jockeys', 'Music', and or 'Entertainment Bureaus'.  Notice the advertisements that 

specifically mention the type of event you will be hosting.  You will probably find several ads that look good to you but 

remember, the bigger ad does not always indicate the price will be higher.  

How do I tell which is the best entertainment company for me?  The worst way to choose is simply by pricing alone.  DJ 

company prices can range from $150-$1500.00 for a four hour performance.  That's a substantial difference and although 

tempting to accept the lesser priced alternative, this could very well be the biggest and costliest mistake you ever made.  

If that's all the money you have to spend then you really have no further options, but if not, do your homework.  

Check out the DJ companies that most interest you.  Check their public and private references.  So why the difference in 

prices?  Lets consider the laws of supply and demand for a moment.  There is a very good reason why some DJs are more 

expensive than others.  The more expensive DJs are generally the most experienced and their attire, music library, music 

equipment, and general attitude will prove that.  They charge more because they have more shows and great reputation.

The DJs on the low end of the pricing scale are generally just getting established or have less than an adequate reputation.  

The lesser priced DJ may do a great job for less formal affairs and may be worth a try but, there is no doubt that there's a 

greater amount of risk involved on your part of hiring the lesser priced DJ.  Now that you have phone in hand and are 

starting to call different entertainment companies, pay close attention to their professionalism and phone etiquette. 

What Questions to Ask

The absolute worst first question to ask is, 'How much do you charge'?  This is a bad question because the person your're 

speaking with has no information about the type of event, its location, times of engagement, etc.  The most important 

question you can ask is 'What kind of experience do you have for my event'?  It would not be out of the ordinary to expect a 

professional DJ to have performed at least 35-50 wedding receptions per year.  

You'll be able to distinguish pretty quickly if the host your talking to is not grabbing your attention.  Should you find a 

host who is interesting now is the time to ask for references, brochures, and have them describe in further detail, their 

performance and or technique.  A reputable DJ will not hesitate to give you references and he/she should have several.  

Now that the DJ has offered to send you a brochure, find out where his/her next public performance is so you can come and 

observe and speak with this person.  If at that time this DJ invites you to a wedding reception, this is definitely the DJ 

not to hire.  This same DJ may and probably will have people you don't know walking in and out of your reception, with the 

focus then on those who will hire this DJ and not on those who already have.  If the DJ has a good reputation he/she should 

be playing somewhere publicly. 

Checking Out Your DJ/Music 

Now you are at the facility where the DJ is performing.  Always arrive unannounced. Observe...Are people in the lounge having 

fun?  Is the DJ interacting with the audience?  Are people dancing?  Is the music obnoxious or too loud?  Is the DJ dressed 

appropriately?  These are all good questions and clues to the skills and personality of your DJ. 

Important! Start shopping for a DJ at least one to one and half years prior to your reception.  Always ask the entertainer 

their policy on taking requests from both you and your guests.  The best will take the request and work them into his/her 

format, however, do not expect the DJ to play every request.  Some requests may simply be inappropriate for the mood of you 

event.  An experienced DJ is not a jukebox but will blend requests with songs he/she feels will motivate your audience.  

The art of DJing has a lot to do with timing and this takes years of experience. Demanding a DJ to play every request can 

result in an uneven and possibly less fun event, although he/she should play as many as possible.  It is not inappropriate to 

have 8-10 'Must Have' songs.  You will hear DJs boast about the number of songs or CD's in their libraries and although 

variety is the spice of life the facts are that during a four hour performance, a DJ is going to play between 55-70 songs.  

Having the right 55-70 is the goal rather than 10,000 that nobody wants to hear. 

Music Equipment

A good number of DJs will boast again about their sound systems and this is great if you are an audiophile.  If not you may 

not know the difference between which brands are great and which are budget. 

Chances are that the brand names your DJ gives you should not be the same as the equipment you've seen at a local electronics 

retailer.  If they do mention names you recognize, this should be concern for further questioning.  Home/Consumer stereo 

equipment is not designed to stand up to 4-5 hours of high power output and then lugged from one event to another, all year 

round! It could and may fail in the middle of your party, for example:  a professional DJ will have an amplifier that 

produces 300-500 watts per channel, whereas a home/consumer grade amplifier is usually rated at about 100 watts.  

The same rule of thumb applies for speakers, microphones, mixing consoles, etc.  Also do not be afraid to ask about back up 

equipment should their's fail. 

Multiple Host DJ Companies

A good deal of DJ companies have more than one DJ working for them.  In this case its important to get references and 

possibly (before booking) speaking with the host that will be assigned your event.  This is not an unreasonable request.  Be 

sure you know who you are buying.  

The perfect DJ for you will be the one who is able meet your budget requirments, is personable, professional, and experienced 

in the type of party you are hosting.  They will also have great references and promotional material.  There are a lot of 

DJ/Entertainment companies who may or may not have your next entertainer.  You want your event to be stress-free and 

successful.  The best music host will ensure both. 

Hiring a wedding DJ: Points To Consider 

When you plan a party of any sort, your objective is to ensure that your guests have a good time, period. Your choice of 

entertainment, particularly if you are considering a DJ, is crucial to that end. Who you choose for your wedding reception or 

special event will have a greater degree of effect than any other factor, such as food or location. The DJ you choose is as 

much a direct reflection on you as say the dress and decor. Here are some important points to remember when you interview a 

DJ company.

Prompt return of your phone calls or Emails: You should expect to get a call back or an Email back within 24 hours. Many DJ’s 

are out working and may not be able to return your call within an hour or two.

Willingness to meet with you and present his/her service: Will the DJ try to meet with you soon, or is he/she just trying to 

book the date sight unseen? Is their material neat and professional looking, and is their presentation organized and 

informative?

Is the price too good to be true? It seems that the DJ is often the last service chosen, after much of the budget is expended 

on a venue, food and clothing. This often leads brides and party planners to shop for the cheapest price possible because of 

a lack of resources. This often backfires when holding out for the lowest price. However, if you have adhered to the guiding 

principals noted here, you will know to avoid services that have a rock bottom price because they will not be able to display 

the level of quality and attention to detail that EVERY client deserves!

Do you LIKE the person that shows up? There is NOTHING worse in the world than having to do business with someone you do not 

like. Choosing the person who “feels” right is another important factor in picking the right entertainer for your party or 

reception. The DJ you choose should be very open about what he/she can do for you and should volunteer information and “show” 

you that knowledge base.

Is the person knowledgeable about your type of event? There are all kinds of DJs. Club DJs, wedding DJs, Rave DJs…the list is 

endless!! Can the DJ you interview handle your type of event? Ask the DJ how many events of your type he/she has done.

What sort of documents does the DJ use to procure your business? In a good interview, the DJ should show you several 

documents. First and foremost is a planner. This planner should impress you enough to the point where you begin to understand 

that the DJ you are hiring is a professional, and is capable of handling your event. A sample copy of the CONTRACT to be used 

should be available as well as a schedule of pricing information. A DJ may also give you a list of references. CALL THEM!! 

Ask if there were any issues or problem areas when the person dealt with the DJ.

Does the DJ have a viewable music database?  It shows you what sort of music he or she has available. Many DJ’s do not use 

music lists, others do. In some fashion, you the client, need to be assured that the DJ you hire not only has a sizeable 

collection, but has a variety of music, especially for wedding receptions, where many different styles of music and guests 

will be in the same room together.

Does the DJ use professional grade equipment? If the DJ does not have pictures of his or her gear, you should ask to set up a 

time to see the equipment or see pictures of the DJ’s set up. Although there are many fine home stereo equipment components 

made, they are not suitable for commercial or repeated use and varying room conditions. The DJ should be able to tell you 

what he/she uses and characterize the equipment as professional grade.

Will the DJ offer to meet with you AFTER signing the contract to plan your event? A professional DJ is ALWAYS willing to 

discuss your event at any time before the event starts, and should display the flexibility to accommodate changes and help 

you solve problems. Meeting your DJ to plan your event is of paramount importance to a successful event such as a wedding 

reception.

Will the person that you interview be the person that will perform at your event? This is THE most common complaint about the 

DJ industry today. The person you meet turns out NOT to be the person that actually does your show. Often, you are not made 

aware of this. Ask the DJ you interview if he/she will be the actual person performing, or will someone else perform the 

event. You need to know this UP FRONT before you sign a contract.

Consider this when pricing your DJ service: You should consider your DJ service an insurance policy that ensures that all of 

the other money you spend will not result in bad memories or a less than enjoyable occasion. In the end, you do get what you 

pay for. 

Good entertainment is NOT cheap, and cheap entertainment often is NOT good!! And yet many people will pay far more for a 

cake, flowers, or food than they will for the most crucial ingredient at a party – the music. When was the last time you saw 

a cake reading a crowd and spinning a CD, motivating a dance floor crowd, or making announcements in a dignified elegant way? 

Further, when was the last time you heard a guest tell you “Boy, that prime rib was great! I can’t wait until I go to another 

party to have that again!”? No, that DOES NOT HAPPEN. Instead, they talk about the music that was played, and whether they 

had a good time or not. The music is always what they will talk about and whether the DJ was any good or not.

Your DJ, if you have chosen a good one, will display many of the following skills and attributes before and at your event:

- Master of Ceremonies

- Party organizer

- Sound technician

- Light technician

- Ability to read a crowd and pick the right music

- Flexibility to adapt to sudden changes

- Follow the plan that you and he/she have worked out using the planner

- Seamless continuous music at all times unless otherwise specified

- Extensive library of music

- Professional grade of equipment

- Audience motivator

- Ability to co exist and coordinate with other professionals at your event

For more information or to book me, please call 1.800.520.0849 or email me at CONTACT@ERICVISA.COM

Frequently asked questions (pertaining to MY particular DJ service)

 

· Would you have the types of music we are looking for in your collection? Are you willing to play songs that are not in your collection? If so, do we provide you with this music?  
I'D LOVE TO SAY THAT I HAVE ALL THE MUSIC YOU WANT. BUT THAT'S PROBABLY NOT TRUE. I MAY HAVE MOST OF IT BUT PROBABLY NOT ALL OF IT. WHAT I LIKE TO DO IN SUCH AN INSTANCE  (IF IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED THAT NEITHER ONE OF US HAS A PARTICULAR TITLE THAT YOU MIGHT WANT)  IS JUST GO OUT AND BUY IT/THEM. THIS COST IS USUALLY ABSORBED BY MYSELF SINCE I GET TO KEEP THE CDs FOR FUTURE USE. BUT IF YOU DO HAVE THE MUSIC, I WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU TO PROVIDE IT, JUST INCASE THE STORES DO NOT CARRY THE SELECTION(S) ANY MORE.
· Will you provide a song list to choose from?  
A SAMPLE "POPULAR REQUEST" TRACK-LIST IS AVAILABE RIGHT NOW AT http://www.ericvisa.com/musiclist.xls . BUT A MORE DETAILED AND CUSTOMIZED PLAY-LIST WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO YOU AS SOON AS A PROGRAM OF THE WEDDING HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. (If you're having trouble viewing the excel file, I can send it to you by email).
· Will you take requests from us of songs to play and not to play? Will you take requests from guests?  
I'M ALWAYS OPEN TO REQUESTS FROM THE HOSTS AND THE GUESTS - IF I HAVE THEM AND IF THEY'RE APPROPRIATE. THE TRICKY QUESTION THAT YOU SHOULD BE ASKING IS WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE ME TO DO IN THE EVENT THAT A GUEST REQUESTS A SONG FROM YOUR "DO NOT PLAY" LIST?!?!
· Do you use professional equipment?  Do you have a backup equipment?  Do you bring it with you to the event?  
AS A PROFESSIONAL DJ AND SOUND ENGINEER WITH 13+ YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE, YOU CAN BE GUARANTEED THAT THE EQUIPMENT I USE IS "INDUSTRIAL GRADE" AS OPPOSED TO "CONSUMER GRADE". HERE IS A LOOK AT SOME OF THE KEY COMPONENTS:
 

PIONEER CMX-3000 & DJM-3000 DJ CD PLAYER/MIXER COMBO: http://www.ericvisa.com/pioneer-setup.jpg
B-52 MATRIX-1000 POWERED SPEAKER SYSTEM: http://www.ericvisa.com/matrix-1000.jpg
 

AS FAR AS A BACK UP SYSTEM IS CONCERNED, THE PIONEER DJ CD PLAYER UNIT HAS MULTIPLE CD SLOTS SO ONE IS ALWAYS ON STAND-BY, JUST IN CASE SOMETHING GOES WRONG IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EVENT. I ALSO HAVE AN ENTIRE IDENTICAL SYSTEM ALONG WITH 3 OTHER B-52 MATRIX-1000 POWERED SPEAKER SYSTEMS - WHICH (DEPENDING ON THE PACKAGE SELECTED) MAY OR MAY NOT BE BROUGHT ALONG TO THE FACILITY INITIALLY. HOWEVER, PART OF THE REASON WHY MY SET-UP TIME TAKES SO LONG IS TO ALLOW FOR ANY ISSUES THAT MAY ARISE DURING THE INITIAL SOUND CHECK. WITH THE PROXIMITY OF THE FACILITY YOU HAVE CHOSEN FROM MY WAREHOUSE, THERE WOULD BE ENOUGH TIME TO SEND FOR A REPLACEMENT COMPONENT BEFORE THE OFFICIAL START TIME. FOR PACKAGE OPTIONS #1, #2 & #3, THERE WOULD BE ENOUGH SPEAKERS LEFT OVER IF HALF OF THEM FAILED. AN ANOLOGY I LIKE TO USE IS THE FOUR ENGINES ON A COMMERCIAL JET-LINER. ALTHOUGH FAIRLY RARE, IF 2 OF THE 4 ENGINES FAILED, THE AIRCRAFT WOULD STILL BE CAPABLE OF COMPLETING IT'S JOURNEY. BUT LET'S NOT THINK ABOUT THAT...
 

ALSO (FOR PEACE OF MIND), THE START TIME THAT WOULD BE INDICATED ON THE CONTRACT WOULD BE A CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATION AND IF THE MUSIC DIDN'T START AS AGREED, THAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED A BREACH ON MY PART. ADDITIONALLY, ALL MY EQUIPMENT IS ABOUT A YEAR OLD TODAY AND I HAVE NOT HAD ANY TECHNICAL ISSUES WITH IT AS OF YET. WHAT I LIKE TO DO IS REPLACE THE KEY COMPONENTS EVERY 2-3 YEARS.
 

· Will you be the MC (announcing first dance, toasts, cake-cutting, etc)?  
YES, THAT WOULD BE ME. UNLESS OF COURSE YOU OPTED FOR PRICE OPTION #1. IN THAT CASE, AN ADDITIONAL DJ/MC WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE. I USUALLY RESERVE THIS OPTION FOR EVENTS RUNNING LONGER THAN 7 HOURS.
· How many hours do your packages include? does that include set up and break down?  
THE PACKAGES MENTIONED BELOW ARE FOR 5 PERFOMANCE HOURS. ADDITIONAL OVERTIME IS 2 HOURS MAXIMUM (IF AVAILABLE) AND THE RATE DEPENDS UPON THE PACKAGE SELECTED. (USUALLY SOMEWHERE BTW $100 - $200 PER HOUR). THE SET-UP AND TEAR-DOWN TIMES ARE NOT PART OF THE 5 PERFOMANCE HOURS. THERE IS AN EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE IF THE DJ IS NOT REQUIRED TO START PLAYING WHEN THE GUESTS ARRIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU HAVE A MUSICIAN PERFORMING DURING THE ARRIVAL OF THE GUESTS, THE COCKTAIL HOUR OR FOR THE ACTUAL CEREMONY, BUT THE DJ EQUIPMENT NEEDS TO HAVE BEEN SET-UP BEFORE THEN. LET ME KNOW IF THERE'S A CHANCE SOMETHING LIKE THAT MIGHT BE HAPPENING. IN SUCH A SCENARIO, YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A SMALL DISCOUNT BASED ON THE REDUCED NUMBER OF PERFOMANCE HOURS.
 

PS: WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF HOURS, PLEASE BE SURE THAT THE VENUE OF YOUR CHOICE KNOWS THAT THE DJ WILL BE THERE LONG AFTER THE END OF THE AFFAIR. THAT DURATION IS OBVIOUSLY DEPENDENT UPON THE OTPION SELECTED. SOME CLIENTS HAVE OVER-LOOKED THIS FACTOR WHEN BOOKING THE SPACE AND THAT HAS BEEN AN ISSUE. IN THE EVENT THAT THE VENUE CANNOT ACCOMODATE YOUR PARTY (I.E. THE DJ SPECIFICALLY) FOR A PERIOD OF TIME AFTER THE END OF THE EVENT, PLEASE LET ME KNOW ASAP SO THAT I CAN ARRANGE FOR ADDITIONAL HELP IN PACKING UP. THERE MAY BE A SLIGHT COST FOR ADDITIOANL "STAGE-HANDS". I WOULD ONLY NEED ONE IF I HAVE TO VACATE THE PREMISES IN LESS THAN AN HOUR.
· How many breaks do you require? How long? Will there be music playing during that time?  
NO BREAKS REQUIRED, ESPECIALLY IF THE PERFOMANCE IS LESS THAN 7 HOURS. OF COURSE, I MIGHT NEED TO RUN TO THE BATHROOM A COUPLE OF TIMES BUT THAT'S ABOUT IT.
 

· Will you play overtime? What is your overtime charge?  
AS DISCUSSED ABOVE, IF AVAILABLE, I WILL PLAY OVER TIME AT A PRE-DETERMINED RATE.
· Do you charge for travel time?  
YES, I NORMALLY DO. IT'S ABOUT $45 PER HOUR FROM CHELSEA IN MANHATTAN.
· Will you play during the cocktail hour/dinner?  
I WOULD LOVE TO. IT'S ONE OF THE BEST PARTS AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED. PEOPLE ACTUALLY PAY MORE ATTENTION TO THE DJ'S SKILLS AT THIS POINT. FOR GUESTS THAT KNOW WHAT'S UP, IT'S A GOOD INDICATOR OF WHETHER THE DJ IS GONNA ROCK OR SUCK... PLUS, IT'S RIGHT BEFORE PEOPLE GET DRUNK AND START REQUESTING STUFF THAT'S ON YOUR "DO NOT PLAY" LIST!!!
· Is there an additional fee or a discount for this?  
NO. THIS WOULD BE PART OF THE "PERFOMANCE HOURS". 

· Can we see you in action at an event?  
YES, I DO AN EVENT ALMOST EVERY WEEK! JUST LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU'RE FREE.
· Do you motivate the crowd or do you limit any talking to emceeing duties?  
THIS REALLY DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU WANT AND HOW THE EVENT PENS OUT. SOME PEOPLE DON'T LIKE AN OBNOXIOUS MC, OTHERS HAVE LOUSY GUESTS THAT ACTUALLY NEED THIS. WE CAN DISCUSS THIS WHEN WE MEET, OR WE CAN JUST PLAY IT BY EAR AND SEE IF I NEED TO DO SO DURING THE PARTY. 

· What will your attire be?  
MY CONTRACT HAS A FIELD WHERE YOU TELL ME WHAT YOU WANT ME TO WEAR. PLEASE SEE CONTRACT AT THE URL BELOW:
 

http://www.ericvisa.com/contract.doc 

· When would you arrive to set up?  
DEPENDING ON THE OPTION SELECTED, ANYWHERE BETWEEN 3 HOURS AND 15 MINUTES BEFORE THE FIRST TRACK (OR THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST GUESTS). TYPICALLY, I LIKE TO ARRIVE 2 HOURS IN ADVANCE. 

· Do you have another event on the same day?  
AS THE DJ, I PREFER NOT TO DOUBLE-BOOK ON THE SAME DATE. HOWEVER, AS A COMPANY, WE MAY WORK ANOTHER EVENT ON THE SAME DAY. PRESENTLY, WE HAVE NOTHING BOOKED. 

· Do you have liability insurance?  
I HAVE LIMITED INSURANCE. PLEASE SEE "SMALL PRINT" PART OF THE CONTRACT. 

· When is the balance due?  
THE DEPOSIT (THIS IS USUALLY THE TRAVEL/MILEAGE CHARGE) IS REQUIRED TO BOOK THE DATE. THE BALANCE IS DUE UPON ARRIVAL ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT (IF PAYING BY CASH), OR ATLEAST 3 BUSINESS DAYS BEFORE THEN (IF PAYING BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER). 
·  What is your cancellation policy?  
IF YOU INITIATE THE CANCELLATION, THE FEE IS 50% OF THE TOTAL PRICE AGGREED PLUS RETENTION OF ANY DEPOSIT PREVIOUSLY PAID. IF I INITIATE THE CANCELLATION ATLEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT, ALL FUNDS PAID ARE REFUNDABLE. I CANNOT INITIATE THE CANCELLATION WITHIN 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT UNLESS THE REASON (WHICH YOU WILL BE MADE AWARE OF) IS NON-BUSINESS RELATED. E.G. HEALTH REASONS, PERSONAL TRAGEDY, OR DISASTER BEYOND BY CONTROL. IN SUCH AN EVENT, YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO A FULL REFUND OF ALL MONIES PREVIOUSLY PAID. I WILL ALSO DO MY BEST TO SECURE ANOTHER DJ FOR YOU AT NO EXTRA COST.
·  How many weddings have you serviced?  
IN TOTAL (INCLUDING WORKING FOR SOMEONE ELSE), ABOUT 15. ON MY OWN, ABOUT 7 (as of Jan 11th 2005).
· Do you have references? 
YES, PLEASE SEE ONLINE PRESSKIT AT THE URL BELOW:
 

http://www.gigmasters.com/dj/ericvisa
 

Eric M. Visa

   -principal, 

EricVISA (NYC)
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